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Robert the Haunted Doll and his Evil Agenda
Robert the haunted doll is a vintage toy with a chilling reputation. This three foot tall dolly,
dressed in an unassuming sailor outfit and stuffed with straw, seems like an innocent
plaything. He is anything but…

What’s Robert the Haunted
Doll’s Problem?
The haunting of Robert the Doll is a
famous paranormal legend that revolves
around a supposedly haunted toy. The
doll is said to possess an eerie and
malevolent energy, causing strange
occurrences and misfortunes to those
who encounter it. The story has gained
considerable attention and has become a
popular subject in the realm of
paranormal investigations.

The Origin Story of Robert
the Haunted Doll
Dating back to the early 20th century in
Key West, Florida, the tale of Robert the
haunted doll kicks off when the toy was
gifted to a young boy named Robert
Eugene Otto. The present was given to
him by his grandfather, who had
purchased the doll in Germany. In more
recent years, its origins have been traced
back to the Steiff Company. The toy firm
that created the Theodore Roosevelt bear.

Some rumours suggest that the gift was
actually given by a Bahamian servant who
practised black magic, in retaliation for
bad treatment from the family. However,
there is no real evidence to back up this
claim.

Robert Eugene, known as Gene to his family,
formed an immediate attachment to the
doll and named it Robert after himself. They
even wore the same style of clothing – a
strangely creepy sailor outfit.

Robert the haunted doll is around three
feet tall and stuffed with straw. His face is
weirdly round and covered in pock marks. If
you can imagine pinhead from Hellraiser
without the pins, you’d be on the right
track. His eyes are undoubtedly creepy –
black and beady; the cold, dead eyes of a
killer. And in his lap, he holds a toy of his
own – a small dog. Toyception.

Gene and Robert Have an
Unbreakable Bond
On receiving the gift, Gene’s parents and
servants soon noticed strange occurrences
happening around the house. They claimed
to hear the doll talking and laughing, and
some even believed they saw its facial
expressions change. Gene often pointed
the finger at Robert for causing mischief
and blamed the doll for knocking over
furniture and causing other disturbances.
At one point, his parents found Gene
huddled on his bed after a particularly
aggressive attack where his belongings had
been smashed and bedroom furniture
knocked over.
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“Robert did it!” Was all Gene would say.

As Gene grew older, his relationship with
Robert the haunted doll became more
intense. He would spend hours in his room
talking to the doll and often blamed it for
his own mischievous acts. Gene’s parents
even reported hearing conversations
between Gene and an unknown entity in
two distinct voices. They witnessed him
whispering to the doll in his high-pitched,
childish whisper, only to receive an answer
in a gruff man’s voice.

It wasn’t just the family that saw these
phenomena. Servants would quit their
jobs with no notice and no reference,
scared out of their wits by the antics of
this strange toy.

A visiting aunt one day was so
exasperated with the naughty Robert, that
she banished him to the attic. She died
that night. Scared to bring him back down,
the family left Robert in his prison, but
they could still hear him talking and
moving around. Sinister giggles would
float down from above.

Robert the Haunted Doll
Terrorises Adult Gene’s
Family Too
After Gene’s parents passed away, he
inherited the family home and continued
to live with Robert the haunted doll.
Visitors to the house claimed they could
hear eerie giggles and the sound of
footsteps coming from the locked room
where the doll was kept.

Some even said they witnessed the doll’s
expression change before their eyes.

Eventually Gene married a woman named
Annette in Paris. Annette became
increasingly disturbed by the presence of
Robert. She claimed that the doll would
move around the house on its own and that
she would find it in different rooms. Gene
insisted that he had never moved it.
Nothing like a bit of good, old fashioned
gaslighting to really cement your marriage
vows. Like his aunt, Annette would banish
Robert to the attic, but the doll would
reappear the minute she turned her back.

“What people really remember is what they
would probably term as an unhealthy
relationship with the doll. He brought it
everywhere, he talked about it in the first
person as if it weren’t a doll, he was Robert.
As in he is a ‘live’ entity.” - Cori Convertito,
Curator at the Fort East Martello Museum

Residents and Neighbours
of the Artist House
Experience Strange
Happenings
Gene and his wife lived in a stately home
known as the Artist House. Robert was
usually positioned in an upstairs window.
Local children were absolutely terrified of
the house and would report seeing Robert
move and change location.

After Gene’s death in 1974, the Artist House
was purchased by Myrtle Router. She put
Robert in the attic out of harm’s way.
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But both Myrtle and guests to the house
would report hearing footsteps and giggling
coming from upstairs. When anyone visited
Robert in his attic, they had to be careful what
they said. If anyone said anything nasty about
Gene, his expression would change.

Myrtle took care of Robert for 20 years, but
eventually, having had enough of his antics,
she donated him to the Fort East Martello
Museum.

Nothing but Deference for
Robert the Haunted Doll
Today, Robert the haunted doll resides at the
museum and is a popular tourist attraction.
Visitors are warned to show respect to the doll
and are asked to ask for his permission
before taking his photograph. The museum
receives numerous letters from people who
believe that misfortunes have befallen them
after disrespecting Robert.

Many attribute strange events and
misfortunes to Robert the Doll, ranging from
financial ruin to health problems. Visitors who
have ignored the doll’s rules by not asking for
permission or mocking it have reported
receiving threatening letters, suffering
accidents, or experiencing a general run of
bad luck.

The story of Robert the Doll has captured the
imagination of many, and he has become an
iconic figure in the realm of haunted objects
and paranormal folklore. Whether the doll
truly possesses supernatural powers or is
simply the product of urban legends and
psychological suggestion is up for
interpretation, but the eerie reputation of
Robert the Doll continues to intrigue and
fascinate people to this day.

Scaredy Cat Skeptic Take
I feel like this is a case of rumour and
apophenia, coupled with a man who was at
best mischievous, and at worst a psychopath.

Curses have a strange effect on your psyche.
It’s how con artists posing as mediums make
their money. They tell you that you’re cursed
and that all your problems are because of
this. Then they tell you that they can fix it for
you… for a cost. There have been cases where
people have died of heart attacks on being
“cursed.” Rather than the curse coming true,
it’s far more likely that stress and the power of
suggestion is the real killer.

There is also a lot to be said for self-fulfilling
prophecies. Like Tennessee Williams spending
his whole life being terrified of choking and
finally dying and then choking to death on a
bottle cap.

Or Nominative determinism. Where someone
with the surname Kitchin becomes a chef, for
example.

Robert the haunted doll was famous for his
antics. Children are particularly suggestible,
but living in a home with a man who is
creating chaos and swearing up and down
that he’s not doing anything is bound to end
up having an effect. Anyone who’s ever been
gaslit will tell you that they felt like they were
losing their minds. You create doubt over
someone’s own sense of reality and instincts
and what you have left is someone who is
living in fight or flight mode, which in turn
causes jumpiness, insomnia and an
impending sense of doom.

It’s a cool story, but I don’t believe for a
second that Robert is anything other than an
old, well-loved toy.
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